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Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral 

Society Inc. 

I appointed Jim Kirschner as equipment chair-

man and he has an updated list of our equip-

ment and its locations.  He also installed lights 

in our display cabinet at the I-10 Welcome Cen-

ter. We obtained two faceting machines, related 

equipment, gem stone rough, and mineral 

specimens from the estate of Fred and Tomsey 

Westameyer. The newer faceting machine is in 

use, Buddy is checking out the other one, and 

the rough and specimens are being sold at our 

club meetings.    

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiv-

ing. The ground water in south Mississippi con-

tains sodium bicarbonate; that's my excuse for 

eating too much and I'm sticking with it.    

I'm sure that Barbi will put all the details about 

our December meeting, installation of officers, 

and Christmas Party in the bulletin. Looking 

forward to seeing all of you - - - - 

       John Wright, President  

Christmas Party! Come celebrate the  

season! Our Christmas party is this Saturday 

12/12/15 at the St Paul's Methodist Church 800 

Porter Ave. Ocean Springs. It is a few blocks 

west of the Library. Set up will be at 11:00am. 

The party will be from 12:00-4:00. Please bring 

a covered dish for the dinner. We will have a 

game of dirty Santa. If you would like to partic-

ipate, gifts should be about $15 in value. We 

will be swearing in new officers. Membership 

fees are due for 2016. There will be door prizes, 

food, and fun. See you there. 

Presidents Message 

MGCGMS  Established in  1974 

http://www.mgcgms.org 

Email: mgcgms@bellsouth.net 

The annual show is over and according 

to Barbi, our treasure, a good profit was 

made by the society. The  advertise-

ment for the show was well covered by 

most of the  local media in south Mis-

sissippi, Alabama, and Louisiana and 

by a new local news paper in Pas-

cagoula and for the first time by TV 

(FOX 25). Even with all the publicity 

this year's attendance was way down.  I 

think the current economy is the prob-

lem, but construction at the Civic Cen-

ter building very likely caused confu-

sion and contributed to the poor at-

tendance.  Members and in particular 

the dealers were not very happy with 

the construction and being rebuffed by 

some of the workers. Show Chairman, 

Bill Laue, told me that he was going to 

try and get some sort of rebate for our 

dealers. 

The year is almost gone and a slate of 

officers for next year has been elected 

and will be installed at our December's 

meeting. It has been an interesting year 

and while some of my plans didn't work 

out, a few did.  We had a "club picnic" 

in July when it  was extremely hot but it 

turned out reasonably well. Next year it 

will be in the Spring. Buddy and Reba 

with help from Barbi got the faceting 

classes going. 

http://www.mgcgms.org
http://www.mgcgms.org
mailto:mgcgms@bellsouth.net?subject=Club%20Email
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November Meeting Minutes 2015 

Pascagoula Civic Center 

The meeting started at 7:30 P.M. John Wright president 
presiding. 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes 
of the October meeting as posted in the Snoopy Gems: 
the motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Barbi Beatty. She 
stated that booth fees had been received from the ven-
dors and that a final breakdown would be made after all 
the moneys had been tabulated. A motion was made and 
seconded to accept the report and the motion carried. 

Unfinished business: Buddy and Reba Shotts attended 
the SFMS meeting in Florida and reported a low turnout, 
but enough for quorum. The scholarship program will be 
continued as well as other programs. Lisa Roberts is the 
new SFMS President and Theresa Polly is the new SFMS 
Vice President. John Wright stated at the American Fed-
eration meeting that a new Flood Plains policy is forth-
coming and a new use of lands will be coming for rock 
hounding. 

Workshops: David Cook is asking all members to suggest 
topics for this year’s workshops.  Please let him know as 
soon as possible. Buddy Shotts stated that the faceting 
group will resume work after the New Year. Liz Platt is 
still leading the silver chain making into next year. Wind-
ing devices were made by Jim Kirchner and John Wright 
to help with the process. 

The Christmas party will be held at the St. Paul United 
Methodist Church on Porter Ave. in Ocean Springs on 
Saturday 12/12/15 starting at 12 P.M. All are invited. 
Please bring Pot Luck dishes as well as a present for the 
Dirty Santa exchange. Gifts should be in the $15 range, 
wrapped and nameless. 

The Nominating Committee consisted of Reba Shotts, 
Barbi Beatty and John Guglik. The following members 
were nominated for positions; President Liz Platt, V.P. 
Bill LaRue, 

Treasurer: Barbi Beatty, Secretary: Lisa Fitch, and Mem-
ber at Large 1 year: Bill White. These positions were vot-
ed on and all were elected. The position of 2 year Member 
at Large had 2 nominees Jim Kirchner and Buddy Shotts. 
Buddy Shotts was elected. The new officers will be sworn 
in at the Christmas party. 

Liz Platt welcomed all members to recruit new members 
for the coming year. 

Barbi Beatty our webmaster stated, “Check our website 
for further updates”. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:06 P.M. 

 

Minutes submitted by John Guglik Secretary 

  

SHOP ORGANIZATION  TIPS    

 

SHEET & WIRE  STORAGE  

The more you work with jewelry, the more prob-
lems you have finding the piece of metal you 
need. My pieces of sheet were generally stored in 
various plastic bags, and the wire was in sepa-
rate coils. Few were marked. so it often took me 
a while to locate that piece of 26 gauge fine sheet 
I bought last year especially since I usually take 
my supplies back and forth to classes.  

A tip from a friend helped me organize every-
thing. I bought an expanding file folder from the 
office supplies store (the kind that has slots in-
side and a folding cover). I marked the tabs for 
each gauge of metal I use. Then I marked all my 
pieces of sheet with their gauge, put them in 
plastic bags, marked the gauge on the bag, and 
popped them into the folder. I usually store coils 
of wire loose in the folder, but they can also be 
bagged if you prefer. I use one tab for bezel wire 
and one for miscellaneous items.  

The resulting folder is really convenient when I 
want to take my metal out to a class or work-
shop. It's also colorful enough for me to easily 
find it in the clutter of the shop!  

 

 

Source: Brad 

Smith 

                www.BradSmithJewelry.com 
            

http://www.BradSmithJewelry.com
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December 2015 Birthdays  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

History of Topaz 

 Ancient civilizations believed this stone had cool-
ing properties, not only on a pot of water, but on hot 
tempers, as well. Ironically, the intensity of the blue 
to the stone is due to either naturally occurring or 
engineered heat. Giving this stone as a gift is a sign 
of love and fidelity. The wearer of blue topaz may 
experience an increased confidence in their ability 
to communicate.  

 

Science of Topaz 

Naturally occurring blue topaz is quite rare. Typi-
cally, colorless, gray or pale yellow and blue mate-
rial is heat treated and irradiated to produce a more 
desired darker blue.  Pure topaz is colorless and 
transparent but is usually tinted by impurities. 

 

TOPAZ 

November’s  Birthstone 

By 

John M. Wright, RPG 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tangerine color Imperial Topaz 

Physical Properties 

Family:  Topaz 

Class: nesosilicate 

Chemical Comp. :   Al2SiO4(F,OH)2 

Crystal System:  orthorhombic;      2/m2/m2/m 

Crystal Habit:  Normally occurs as  euhedral prismatic crys-
tals terminated by dipyramids, first & second order prisms, 
and basal pinacoids. Frequently has vertical striations on the 
prismatic faces. Also appears in crystalline masses. 

Birefringence:  weak (0.008-0.011) 

Reflective Indices:  na 1.610, ny 1.618 or na 1.630, ny 1.638 

Density:   3.52 – 3.56 g/cm3  

Hardness:   8  

Cleavage:  Perfect in one direction, 

                   basal (001).  

Fracture:    Conchoidal  

Pleochroism: weak to moderate, tones      vary depending on 
color of specimen                          

Luster: vitreous 

Streak: white 

  Happy Birthday! 

Dan Boudreaux 
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Continued from Page 3: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topaz, November’s birthstone, has been used in 
jewelry for many centuries.  The  name is derived 
from  Greek “topazos” a translation of the Sanskrit 
word “topas” meaning fire, or a reference to the is-
land of “Topazion” located in the Red Sea, now 
known as Zabargad or St. John’s Island.  Topaz is 
not found on the island, but it is believed that origi-
nally the Greeks and Romans used the name in refer-
ence to the green stone peridot which is found there.  
At some unknown  point in time, probably during 
the  Middle Ages, topaz began to be associated with 
gold colored stones and    by the  mid 1700s became 
the name of the mineral we know as topaz today. 
Topaz was one of the stones in the “Breastplate of 
Judgement” of Aaron, described in the Bible 
(Exodus: Chapter 28, verses 15-20) Legend has it 
that wearing topaz protects you from “spells and 
curses”, poisons, diseases, and improves your eye-
sight so that you see clearly.  It is also supposed to 
reward it’s wearer with long life, good looks, and 
intelligence (I need a bucket full).   
Topaz is most common as colorless, but does natu-
rally occur in a wide range of colors, i.e. blue, 
brown, yellow, gold, orange, tangerine, sherry, vio-
let, pink, and red.  There is also the smokey topaz, 
but I am not sure whether they are considered as 
brown, violet, or a combination of the two.  Natural 
occurring red topaz and the  tangerine colored stones 
known as  “Imperial Topaz” are  very rare  and  ex-
pensive. They are comparable with diamonds, rubies 
and emeralds in price.  The colorless stone can often 
be treated by irradiation and heat to produce beauti-
ful shades of blue. If properly treated, the blue be-
comes stable and the stones will hold their color. 
The lighter shades of blue are often used as a substi-
tute for more expensive aquamarine and the deeper 
shades such as the “London blue” have gained a 
popularity of their own; they are plentiful, and usual-
ly very reasonably priced.   
Topaz is found in many regions of the world but the 
mines in Brazil produce the majority of gemstone 
quality stones. Some of the topaz crystals mined in 
Brazil reach gigantic proportions and gemstones 
weighing  thousands of carats have been cut from 
them.    

(Sources for information contained in this article are 
the Audubon Society Field Guide to North American 
Rocks and Minerals by Charles W. Chesterman, a 
Borzoi Book, published by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 
1978 and Simon & Schuster’s Guide to Gems and 
Precious Stones, by Curzio Cipriani and Alessandro 
Borelli; Guide to Rocks and Minerals, 1977, 1978.)
Kennie Lyman, U.S. Editor, 1986.  Also, Simon and 
Schuster’s  
 
English vs German, a little humor 
 
European Union commissioners have announced that 
agreement has been reached to adopt English as the  
preferred language for European communications, 
rather than German, which was the other possibility.  
 
As part of the negotiations, the British government 
conceded that English spelling had some room for 
improvement and has accepted a five-year phased 
plan for what will be known as EuroEnglish (Euro 
for short).  
 
In the first year, "s" will be used instead of the soft 
"c". Sertainly, sivil servants will resieve this news 
with joy.  Also, the hard "c" will be replaced with 
"k". Not only will this klear up konfusion, but type-
writers kan have one less  letter.  
 
There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the sek-
ond year, when the troublesome "ph" will be re-
placed by "f". This will make words like    
"fotograf" 20 per sent shorter.  
 
In the third year, publik akseptanse of the new 
spelling kan be expekted to reach the stage where 
more komplikated changes are possible. Govern-
ments  
will enkorage the removal of double letters, which 
have always ben a deterent to akurate speling. Also, 
al wil agre that the horible mes of silent "e"s in the 
languag is disgrasful, and they would go.  
 
By the fourth year, peopl wil be reseptiv to steps 
such as replasing "th" by "z" and "w" by " v".  
 
During ze fifz year, ze unesesary "o" kan be dropd  
from vords containing "ou", and similar changes vud 
of kors be aplid to ozer kombinations of leters.  
 
Und efter ze fifz yer, ve vil al be speking German 
like zey vunted in ze forst plas.  
 
(Source for this article was an e-Mail from Bill Patil-
lo, Rock Food Table, 2003, author unknown) 
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Christmas Symbols, Legends, and Traditions 

So what does that ornament mean or why do we do that at 
Christmas time. The symbols, legends, and traditions tied to 
Christmas are such fun to learn and pass along. Here we 
have assembled some of our favorite. We do hope you enjoy 
reading about them and please comment. Written by: 
www.ourneverendingstories.com 

Christmas Tree The Tradition of Christmas Trees 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Christmas Tree is one of our most beloved symbols of the 
Christmas season. It’s fills our hearts with joys and always 
brings back memories of Christmases past. 
Tradition of the Christmas Tree. Because it stays green all 
through the year, the evergreen tree is symbolic of the eternal 
life offered to Christians through faith in Christ. The treetop 
points heavenward. A star signified the special star which 
guided the wise men to Bethlehem. Lights represent Christ, the 
“Light of the World.” Gifts beneath the tree are representative 
of God’s gift of His only begotten Son, who brings Hope, 
Love, Joy and Peace. 

Tradition of Christmas Lights and Candles On The Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In today’s world the only time we stop to think about lights on 
a tree is when we are buying a new tree and we ponder the 
question of whether we should purchase a pre-light one or not. 
The tradition of lighting our Christmas Trees precedes today’s 
modern electric lights. No Mr. Edison did not light the first 
Christmas tree.  Lighting of a Christmas tree began around the 
middle of the XVIIth century in Germany with candles. It is 
said it took another two centuries for the tradition to begin in 
Eastern Europe. The first candles were attached to trees with 
melted candle wax (sounds dangerous). In 1890 someone fi-
nally decided to use candleholders with is just a little safer. 
Over the next few decades’ people began to use small lanterns 
and glass balls to hold the candles. New York City is the proud 
home of the first lighting of a tree using electric lights.  In 
1882 Mr. Edward Johnson lighted a tree with 80 small electric 
lights. Within a decade mass production of electric light be-
gan. What a wonderful period it must have been to see a de-
partment store Christmas display lite for the first time. As a 
side note Mr. Johnson worked for Mr. Edison and went on to 
become president of Edison’s electric company. Mr. Edison 
must have really liked those Christmas lights! It is told that the 
lights emitted from the candles on a tree were like sparking 
stars. So the light would remind us that Christ is the light of 
the world. Many families still burn candles on Christmas Eve 
to continue the tradition. 

Christmas Candy Cane The Story Behind The Candy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Candy Maker’s Witness 
A candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would 
be a witness, so he made the Christmas candy cane. He incor-
porated several symbol for the birth, ministry, and death of 
Jesus Christ. He began with a stick of pure white, hard candy. 
White symbolizes the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of 
Jesus; and hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, the foundation of 
the church and firmness of the promises of God. The candy 
maker made the candy in the form of a “J” to represent the pre-
cious name of Jesus, who came to earth as our Savior. It could 
also represent the staff of the “Good Shepherd” with which he 
reaches down into the world. Thinking that the candy was 
somewhat plain, the candy maker stained it with red stripes. He 
used three small stripes to show the stripes of the scourging 
Jesus received by which we are healed. The large red stripe was 
for the blood shed by Christ. 

 
Legend Of The Christmas Bells 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How sweet the sound of Christmas Bells ringing out to remind 
us of the birth of Christ. According to early legend, bells rang 
throughout the world announcing the birth of Christ. The ring-
ing of bells during joyous holiday season still adds delightful 
accompaniment to favorite carols and is a significant part of the 
Christmas celebration. High in their towers, suspended be-
tween heaven and earth, church bells have called the faithful to 
worship for centuries. 

Holly: The Legend of the Holly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who doesn’t love the bright green and red of a holly branch? 
What a wonderful addition to holiday decorating. But what 
does it mean and how does it relate back to Christmas? 
Legend of the Holly. The bright red and green of holly make it a 
natural symbol of rebirth. There are several legends regarding 
holly. According to one of these legends, holly branches were 
woven into Christ’s crown of thorns. Therefore, the once white 
berries were stained red by the blood of Christ. Holly has also 
come to stand for peace and joy. 
 
(source: http://historictrinity.org/christmastraditions.html ) 

http://ourneverendingstories.com/2012/11/05/christmas-tree-the-tradition-of-christmas-trees/
http://ourneverendingstories.com/2012/11/23/tradition-of-christmas-lights-and-candles-on-the-tree/
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Snoopy Gems 

Official Publication of 

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. 

 

Member of 

The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 

The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 

S.C.R.I.B.E.  (Special Congress Representing Involved Bulletin 

Editors 

OFFICERS 2015 

 

President                      John Wright (228) 875-9192 

Vice President                      Bill LaRue (228) 229-8781 

Treasurer                       Barbi Beatty (228) 238-9900 

Secretary                       John Guglik (228) 818-5412  

Parliamentarian                   Dave Cook  (228) 875-2570 

Editor/Webmaster       Barbi Beatty (228)238-9900 

Member at Large (1 year)   Lisa Fitch (228) 467-4684 

Member at Large (2 year)   Bill White (228) 875-8716 

COMMITTEES 

Membership                   Barbi Beatty (228)238-9900 

Show Chairman Bill LaRue (228) 229-8781 

Sillent Auction                 Open 

Historien                 Lettie White (228) 875-8716 

Librarian                           Barbi Beatty (228) 238-9900 

Sunshine                             Open 

 

ALAA  John Wright Director  (228) 875-9192 

SFMS  John Wright Past President (228) 875-9192 

SFMS Buddy Shotts Long-range Planning &Past Presi-

dent   (601) 947-7245 

Annual dues are: 

$16 Individual 

$20 (2) Members in same house hold 

$6 Junior  

 

 

2015 Workshop/Meeting Dates  

February 14, 2015 St Paul's Church 9:00-4:00 

*March 14, 2015 OS Library 1:30-4:30 (1/2 Day)* 

April 11, 2015 OS Library 9:30-4:30 

May 9, 2015  OS Library 9:30-4:30 

June 6, 2015 OS Library 9:30-4:30 

July 18, 2015 OS Library 9:30-4:30 

August 8, 2015 OS Library 9:30-4:30 

September 12, 2015 OS Library 9:30-4:30 

October 10, 2015 OS Library 9:30-4:30 

November 12, 2015 After Vendor Dinner 7ish 

December Christmas Party 12:00-4:00pm  

St Paul’s Church Porter Ave Ocean Springs  

   *Be sure to check Dates each month! * 

**The November meeting is the Thursday 

evening of the gem show after the dinner 

for the dealers at the Jackson County Fair-

grounds Civic Center Building. December 

will be our Christmas Party and Installa-

tion of Officers **  

December 2015 
Su M Tu W Th Fri Sa

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
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We always welcome 

new members!  

Tell a friend! 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society Inc. 

P.O. Box 857 Ocean Springs MS 39566 

mgcgms@bellsouth.net 

Date: 
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Snoopy Gems 

Official Publication of the Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society Inc. 

            

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society is a Non-profit Organization Dedicated to Educa-

tion, Science, and the Lapidary Arts and Crafts 

                   

 

http://www.mgcgms.org 

Snoopy Gems MGCGMS  

P.O. Box857 

Ocean Springs, MS 39566 

http://www.amfed.org/

